Over the course of the last few days we’ve been celebrating Matariki,
culminating with a really special dawn ceremony where around 150
members of our wider Mahurangi community joined us to remember those
who have passed, express thanks and look forward to the promise of the
New Year. Our Kapa Haka group welcomed visitors before the lid on the
hangi was lifted, allowing the steam to rise to connect us with the stars. It
was a special event, and great to be able to welcome whānau back onto
the campus. Two staff members even camped overnight on the grounds to
ensure they didn’t miss the event!
The Matariki star cluster is visible to the naked eye from most parts of our
planet, and has many different names. In English, it is called the Pleiades
(its ancient Greek name) or the Seven Sisters. The Hawaiian name is Makali‘i,
or ‘eyes of royalty’, and in Japan it is Subaru, meaning ‘gathered together’.
A telescope was provided at our ceremony to help those gathered view
the cluster. The fact that the Matariki stars are a cluster, bound by gravity,
cements the sense of community and whānau that lies at the heart of the
celebration. Being together and sharing each other’s company has never
been more important in both Aotearoa and the wider world, and we look

forward to growing and developing this event in future years. Thank you to
our Kapa Haka group, Friends of Mahu parents and the staff and students
involved in making it happen at our place.
School is busy as we move into the last few days of Term two, which seems
to have flown by. Winter sport continues with good results across a number
of different sports. This year we have two girls’ football teams representing
Mahurangi, and both have begun the season strongly. Our 1st XI football
team is currently unbeaten this season across their first nine games, and are
sitting at the top of the table through seven games of the regular season.
The Development XI has also started well, sitting third in their division with
four wins and two losses. Both teams will look to continue this positive
start next season and push to win their respective divisions, before the 1st
XI heads away for tournament week in Rotorua.
Students are looking forward to the upcoming Hauraki Plains College
exchange, which has been a highlight for close to 60 years. Our main field
is now ready for games after the sand-carpeting, and we look forward to
hosting teams early next term on what now looks the best turf in the region.

Hon Aupito William Sio, Minister for Pacifica People and Associate Minister
of Education (Pacifica Peoples) meet with our Pacifica students to discuss
career opportunities and how they are supported in the wider Warkworth
community. He also wanted to see how we have progressed with a number
of innovative initiatives despite the ongoing Covid challenges. He had a
number of encouraging comments to share, including that Mahurangi
College is a school community that has “pivoted in the face of adversity to
find opportunity for their students and a growing Pacific and Māori student
body.” We thank him for his visit.
Congratulations to Aliya Allen (Te Atiawa, Ngāti Toa) who placed third in
the regional Ngā Manu Kōrero Speech Competition. This is a superb effort,
particularly for a Year 12 student, and we are very proud of Aliya.
Congratulations also to our Year 7 and 8 students who competed in the
annual EPro8 Challenge held in Whangarei, placing 2nd in the Grand Final.

Practising after school every week, students were presented with engineering
and electronic challenges that included creating a road marking machine,
a vending machine, burglar alarms, sorting machines and more. All of these
had to perform specific actions and were required to be within specific
parameters. Teams needed to learn skills such as electronic circuit use and
creating gearboxes for specific functions and speed requirements. Lots of
measurement, planning and creativity were also required - not to mention
teamwork. Fantastic effort and achievement!
An annual interhouse highlight is our Haka competition. Every year the
quality and effort gets higher and higher, and this year was no exception! A
very well deserved win by Blue House, but well done all involved.
My thanks to all for your ongoing support. Enjoy your break and take care.
Tony Giles - PRINCIPAL
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ACHIEVER OF THE MONTH

Oliver Graham
Merit Endorsement L1 NCEA
Academic Blue Excellence L2 NCEA
Executive Prefect – Middle School
Pictured with Charlie Humphries
Inventory Manager

Congratulations to our Junior
Boys team who placed 3rd,
Intermediate Girls 2nd and
Senior Boys 3rd at the recent
Cross Country Champs held at
Moire Park, Massey.
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